
San Juan Creek Estuary Restoration Public Workshop 



Ground Rules & Agenda

Respect One Another
Hold your Questions till the end
Place Questions in the Chat.

Introductions
History
Next Steps
Conclusion

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION



PROJECT LEAD

Trout Unlimited's mission is to protect, 
reconnect and restore the places people love 

to fish. The South Coast Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited works in Los Angeles, Orange, and 

Ventura Counties.

INITIAL PROJECT WORKSHOP FUNDED BY

South Coast Water District (SCWD)



About The Presenters…

George Sutherland – Conservation 
Chair & Past/President of Trout 
Unlimited’s South Coast Chapter

William Preston Bowling – 
Current President of Trout 
Unlimited’s South Coast 
Chapter

Roger Bütow – Executive 
Director of Clean Water Now



South Coast 
Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited
• San Juan Creek Steelhead 

Recovery Project
• Lower L.A. River Restoration & 

Access Project
• Fishing Line Recycling Program
• Los Angeles River Fishing 

Workshops
• Los Angeles River Fish Study
• Los Angeles River Temperature 

Study
• SouthCoastTU.com



History of 
Doheny 
Beach



NATIVE 
PEOPLES



Steelhead vs Rainbow

• Natives likely harvested in 
both  fresh and saltwater 
residency
• Every steelhead was a 

rainbow but not every 
rainbow is a steelhead

Photo from Display at San Juan Mission



• Dredging in progress, jetty 
and breakwater already in 
place during the building of 
Dana Point Harbor. 
• The Harbor is an OC Park, 
its official grand opening 
and ceremonial dedication 
came on July 31, 1971.



• This led to increased channelization efforts by OC Flood 
Control District. Banks are concrete-lined, earth bottomed, 
typical inverted trapezoidal configuration within the lower reach 
of both the Arroyo Trabuco and San Juan Creek mainstem.



1997 NOAA Indicator Species RECOVERY PLAN

1997 NOA Indicator 
Species RECOVERY PLAN 
to tell the story of if a 
watershed can support it.

Current Status

Projects Studies



Studies, Assessments & Regulatory Reference Documents

USACE: Multiple Studies, 
Assessments & 

Reconnaissance (1997-—
2005)

Dudek /PCR for Rancho 
Mission Viejo: 

“Geomorphic & Hydrologic 
Needs Of Aquatic & 

Riparian Endangered 
Species In The San Juan 

Creek Watershed” (August 
2002)

CDM for SCTU & CDFG: San 
Juan and Trabuco Creeks 

Watershed Steelhead 
Recovery Plan 

(2007)SCCWRP for SWRCB: 
“Surface Water Ambient 

Monitoring Program 
(SWAMP) Report On The 

San Juan Hydrologic Unit” 
(July 2007)

Chambers Group Inc. for 
SCWD/MWDOC “Lower 

San Juan Creek & Seasonal 
Coastal Lagoon Habitat 
Assessment” (July 2016)

Environmental Science 
Associates for Santa 

Margarita Water District: 
San Juan Watershed 

Project (FEIR May 2019) 

San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board: San 

Juan Hydrologic Unit #1 
Basin Plan Objectives 

(Biological Integrity 
Schedule Amended 2020) 



Photo Descriptions Here with 
MAP

MARCH 29th 2022 Site Visit



Sensitive Native 
Species: Habitat 
Potential Levels
• Southern Steelhead Trout (Moderate)

• Western Snowy Plover (High)

• Least Bell Vireo (Moderate)

• California Least Tern (High)

• California Gnatcatcher (Low)

• Pacific Pocket Mouse (Low)

• High Value Plant Species (Absent)

Source: Chambers Group Inc. 2016 
Assessment



SCA
• Southern Steelhead Trout (Moderate)

• Western Snowy Plover (High)

• Least Bell Vireo (Moderate)

• California Least Tern (High)

• California Gnatcatcher (Low)

• Pacific Pocket Mouse (Low)

• High Value Plant Species (Absent)

Source: Chambers Group Inc. 2016 Assessment



San Juan Basin Authority (SJBA)
Created in 1971 as a joint powers authority for the purpose of carrying out 
water resources development of the San Juan Basin.

The Basin is a 26 square mile groundwater basin located in southern Orange 
County, is within the San Juan Creek Watershed.

Categorized as a subterranean flowing stream, the State Water Resources 
Control Board issues water rights permits for diversion and extraction of 
water from the basin.
 
The SJBA conducts the monitoring activities that are needed to comply with 
its permits also actively pursues the development of projects within the 
basin.

Members: South Coast and Santa Margarita Water Districts 
Note: The SJBA is subject to enforcement actions by the State Water 
Resource Control Board if found to be in violation of the San Juan 
Hydrologic Unit Basin Plan  and/or member water rights permits 

Mission Statement: To develop and 
maintain a reliable, high quality 
economical local water supply for 
the residents in the San Juan Basin 
by maximizing water use through 
management of local ground and 
surface water of San Juan Creek 
and its tributaries, with due 
consideration for preservation, 
enhancement, and conservation of 
the environment, including, but 
not limited to, the natural 
resources, fish and wildlife, 
infrastructure improvements, and 
the cultural heritage of the area.



Basin Plan Objectives 
Compliance Primer
The San Diego Regional Board's Basin Plan is designed to preserve 
and enhance water quality and protect the beneficial uses of all 
regional waters:

(1) designates beneficial uses for surface and ground waters; 

(2) sets narrative and numerical objectives that must be attained or 
maintained to protect the designated beneficial uses and conform 
to the state's antidegradation policy; 

(3) describes implementation programs to protect the beneficial 
uses of all waters in the Region; and 

(4) describes surveillance and monitoring activities to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the Basin Plan

Additionally, the Basin Plan incorporates by reference all applicable 
updates to State and Regional Board plans and policies. 

Note: It is a living document, subject to both amendments and 
enforcement actions as administered by the Board.



Resolution No. 
R9-2020-0234 
(12/8/2020)



Resolution No. 
R9-2020-0234 
(12/8/2020)





Got Ideas???

• We encourage you to Participate.

• We want ideas from public stakeholders 
and/or Agency perspectives.

• What are your “Top 3” Concerns about the 
San Juan Creek Restoration?

• How can your agency or group help move 
things forward?



Our Suggested Next Steps…
Ad Hoc Advisory Committee

• Determine interest level in the formation of a short term, transitional ad 
hoc advisory committee & begin compilation of a database.
• The Committee could progress the conclusions consensually reached  by 

the Workshop’s stakeholders and establish the estuary’s potential for a 
CEQA/NEPA certified restoration project. 

Database Update Examples
• Advanced water quality sampling and peer-reviewed hydrologic analyses
• Multi-year bio-criteria evaluations, including opportunities and 

constraints: Surveys, monitoring and assessments primarily focused 
upon native aquatic plus riparian species of wildlife and plants



QUESTIONS and/or COMMENTS?
• Reach out to William Preston williamprestonbowling@yahoo.com
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